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REVIEWS 


instance, under the description of the tubercle bacillus, reference is 
made to the diagnostic use of the tuberculin reaction; in the second 
instance akistological consideration of the stomach is given, while 
in the last instance attention is directed to therapeutics and prog¬ 
nosis. A small error is noted on page 49, where an Ewald meal is 
said to consist of a piece of bread and a cup of tea, and in the next 
sentence is the statement that this will represent in approximate 
figures “36 grams of wheat bread and 400 c.c. of water.” An ordi¬ 
nary cup is incapable of holding more than 180 c.c. Regret is here 
expressed that the author's intention to limit the bibliography was 
adhered to, as some of the descriptions of methods are unclear and 
too sparse to be of much use. The plates are uniformly good, but 
exceptions must be taken to three: Plate IV shows no browning of. 
the body of the bacillus as described in the text, while Plates XXI 
and XXII are so nearly alike that their purpose is not apparent. 
The above points of criticism will undoubtedly be eliminated in 
succeeding editions which are sure to follow. The book is to be 
heartily recommended. E. H. G. 


Pain: Its Causation and Diagnostic Significance in In¬ 
ternal Diseases. By Rudolph Schmidt, M.D., Assistant 
in the Clinic of Hofrath von Neusser in Vienna. Translated and 
edited by Karl M. Vogel, M.D., Instructor in Pathology, and 
Hans Zinsser, M.D., Instructor in Bacteriology, in the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University, New York. 
Pp. 326. Philadelphia and London: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1908. 

The forelying manual professes to be a systematic analysis of pain. 
Its scope is obvious from the chapter headings, which comprise: the 
sensation of pain; the functional modification of pain, including the 
influence of position, motion, pressure, food, drugs, chemicals, and 
organic function; topography, in its relation to pain; the quality and 
time occurrence of pain; and painful sensations referable to the 
nervous system, the organs of locomotion, the digestive system, the 
urinary system, the respiratoiy system, and the circulatory system; 
to which the translators have added a chapter on the results of Head’s 
studies of cutaneous tenderness in visceral disease. It is immediately 
apparent that to the accomplishment of his task the author has 
brought hot only his long experience, but also a critical mind and a 
philosophical temperament. The result is a book of much merit 
and unusual interest, and this, too, in spite of the elusiveness of the 
ultimate nature of painful sensations and the subjectiveness and 
psychological aspects of pain as encountered by the physician. The 
majority of physicians doubtless will read with most intentriess 
the chapter of 125 pages on painful sensations in diseases of the 
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digestive system, wherein are recounted the varieties and modifi¬ 
cations of pain in the gastralgias, gastric ulcer,and carcinoma, 
pyloric spasm, appendicitis, lead colic, intestinal colic, disease of the 
gall-bladder, etc. Perhaps too much is made of a single subjective 
symptom, but the author delivers his message rather convincingly. 
At all events the book well repays the perusal. A. K. 


Practical Points in Anesthesia. By Frederick-Emil Neff, 
M.D., New York City. Pp. 45. 

Blood-examinations in Surgical Diagnosis: A Practical 
Study of its Scope and Technique. By Ira S. Wile, 
M.S., M.D., New York City. Pp. 158; with 35 figures and 2 
colored plates. 

700 Surgical Suggestions. By Walter . M. Brickner, 
M.D., Eli Moschowitz, M.D., and Harold Hays, M.D., 
New York City. Third series; Pp. 150. New York: Surgical 
Publishing Company, 1909. 

Dr. Neff’s Practical Points in Anesthesia gives some valuable 
points in the administration of chloroform and anesthol, the latter 
being a combination of chloroform, ether, and ethyl chloride. The 
value of the book would be greatly increased if the practical points 
in the administration of ether anesthesia were included. From the 
title of the book one would suppose that they would be given. The 
routine administration of morphine before all anesthesias, is to be 
generally condemned. The author, however, advises it even before 
giving chloroform and anesthol. We would suggest that the title 
of the book be changed to Practical Points in Chloroform and 
Anesthol Anesthesia. The book altogether is a valuable one, and 
if its reading will make anesthetists, and doctors generally, more 
careful in the administration of all anesthetics, and particularly 
chloroform, it will have accomplished a noteworthy object. 

Dr. Wile’s Blood Examinations in Surgical Diagnosis presents 
in a compact form the technique of blood examinations in general, 
and treats more particularly of blood changes in surgical and gyneco¬ 
logical conditions. The immense literature bn hematology has been 
carefully collected and is presented briefly in reference to its practical 
importance and value in surgical diagnosis and prognosis. Of 
special excellence are the chapters on “ the blood in obstetric and 
gynecological * conditions,” and “ blood examinations in surgical 
operations.” The book is very practical, and to the student of 
general surgery and surgical diagnosis it adds a most valuable chap¬ 
ter to his knowledge of the subject. 

700 Surgical Suggestions has reached its third edition, it being 
first presented in 1906 as 500 Surgical Suggestions. The text consists 



